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Hebrew Classes are not included in this course catalog. When you go online to
register, you will see your core and Hebrew classes already in your schedule. If you
have any questions regarding your core class or Hebrew level you must contact
David List as soon as possible.

In this course book you will see a special designation for one class each period. These
classes are labeled as MACHON. Machon is Prozdor’s intensive academic track.
Students who enroll in Machon classes will be expected to complete regular assignments
outside of class and meet the demands of a more intensive learning experience.
Admission into classes in our Machon track will be selective. All interested students must
complete an online application. The application deadline for Machon classes is
Wednesday, August 31, 2011.

REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS

ALL NEW STUDENTS NEED TO SET UP AN ACCOUNT ON PROZDOR.ORG BY
FOLLOWING STEPS 1 THROUGH 4 BELOW, AND THEN REGISTER FOR CLASSES
BY USING STEPS 5 THROUGH 7

1. Go to www.prozdor.org

2. Click “Register” in the box on the top right-hand corner of the page

3. Enter the information in the boxes. You will be prompted for your full first name, your last
name, and your ID number (which will be sent to you a few days prior to registration).
You will then choose a username and password.

4. After that, you will be prompted to go back to www.prozdor.org

ALL STUDENTS SHOULD USE STEPS 5 THROUGH 7 TO REGISTER FOR CLASSES

5. When www.prozdor.org opens again, please go to the box in the right-hand corner of the
page and enter your username and password. Click “Login.”

6. A new page will then open up. You will see a menu of blue items on the top portion of the
page. Click on the link that says “My courses.”

7. All Hebrew classes, core classes, requested performing arts classes, and grade specific courses for
mid-week branches will already appear on the schedule. For all open elective periods, you will have
a drop-down menu that lists all of the electives available. Please make your selection for all open
periods. Please note: if you are signing up for a class that meets for two periods, you must sign up
during both time slots. If you did not pre-register for a performing arts class you may still do so
during online registration.
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CORE CLASSES

8" Grade - BIBLE139 (Fall Semester) & LAW119 (Spring Semester) —

Bible and Law Core
From Genesis to Chronicles, from Moses to Ahab, what do you need to know about the Hebrew
Bible? Much bigger than just the five books of Moses, Tanakh includes drama, epic poetry, history
and many, many personalities. In this course, we will study excerpts from numerous books of
Tanakh, some familiar and others brand new. You will emerge a better Bible scholar with an
understanding of the arc of Jewish history, knowing a few crazy stories to boot. Along the way, we
will often engage with the topic of Biblical and Jewish law, providing a fascinating glimpse of a full-
fledged legal system that has withstood the test of time unlike any other in the history of the
world. We will address questions such as: Where does Jewish Law come from? How does it work?
What is its purpose? We will also examine the place of halakhah (Jewish law) in the lives of Jews
past, present, and future.

9™ Grade (Full Year) - ISRST144 - Pirke Dorot

A connection with Israel has always been a strong focus of the Prozdor program. This course
will focus on the history of Zionism, interwoven with the concept of Jewish identity, and what
Israel means to us. With the use of technology, our students will have the opportunity to connect
with teens from Haifa throughout the year, learning together as an intercultural community.
Students will have the opportunity to travel to Israel in April with their classmates, to meet their
peers in Haifa, and to tour the State of Israel, the land of their heritage.

10" Grade (Full Year) — ISRST149 — One People: Two Paths

The Jews of Israel and the United States
Although sharing a similar heritage, beliefs and history, Israeli and American Jews are shaped
by unique experiences which define who they are, how they live and what they think. In this
course we will look at the evolution of two societies with similar heritage, beliefs and history, as
well as note the difference in how Israeli and American Jews are shaped by unique experiences
which define who they are, how they live and what they think over six decades from 1950 -
2010. Our focus will be on overarching themes rather than specific historic events. A specific
timeline will accompany each unit with key events in Israel, the United States and the world
during the decade under consideration. Each unit will include appropriate readings, video/film
titles and class discussions/presentations

11" Grade (1 Semester) - PHIL202 - Jewish Philosophy in the Age of Email
Now that you're getting ready to graduate from Prozdor, it's time to explore how your studies can
inform the cutting edge issues of the present day. What happens when science and religion
come into conflict? Can rabbinic writings from the Middle Ages help us to understand genetic
engineering? How does war (and terrorism) fit into the world of Jewish ethics? Throughout this
course, we'll read classic works of ancient and modern Jewish thought, stage debates and draw
from personal experiences to discover the ways in which our tradition can help us make sense
of the modern world.

11" Grade (One Semester) - ETHIC201 — Ethics

Judaism is not meant only to be studied; it is meant to be lived. As you are nearing graduation
from Prozdor, we will return to ethical teachings you have learned. What are you taking with
you? What questions are still unanswered? Most important, how can you begin to create an
open conversation between your Jewish knowledge and your core values?



Hebrew

Hebrew language at Prozdor

Prozdor’s Hebrew program offers two tracks: two consecutive hours on either
Sunday morning or Tuesday evening, or three hours a week (two hours on Sunday
and one hour during the week). This was designed to allow as many students as
possible to enroll in the Hebrew program and still participate in other activities
inside and outside Prozdor.

The Hebrew curriculum is based on the proficiency approach to teaching Hebrew,
a nationally-recognized, cutting-edge approach to teaching foreign language. The
proficiency approach emphasizes that each school needs to create its own
curriculum based on the students' needs and interests, and that students need to
be consistently evaluated in how they function with the language and not what they
know about the language. Ultilizing this approach, we have developed various
thematic units for all levels (Novice, Intermediate and Advanced) to maximize the
learning in the class and achieve Hebrew language fluency. The emphasis in the
class will be on providing real life situations to students where they need to use
their Hebrew in all four language skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing)
through various interactive activities and use of technology. For more information
about the program please contact Mira Angrist, Prozdor's Hebrew Coordinator, at
mangrist@hebrewcollege.edu or 617-559-8814.

Hebrew Options at Prozdor

- 2 Hour Sunday only

- 3 Hour (2 Hours Sunday and 1 hour at a branch)

- 2 Hours Tuesday Only (Intermediate and Advanced level only)

- Hebrew SATII Prep (2 Hours Sunday)

- Elective taught by Yigal Pe’eri completely in Hebrew (1 Hour Sunday)

*If you are new to the Hebrew program you must take an
assessment. If you have not already done so, please contact
Mira Angrist (mangrist@hebrewcollege.edu or 617-559-8814) to
arrange a time to take the Hebrew assessment.
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Sunday at Hebrew College
Newton Centre, MA

|
HIGH SCHOOL: Period 1

(9:30-10:20 a.m.)

ART101 - Israeli Dance — Beginner
Jennifer Berger

Do you like to dance? This beginner class is open to anyone who wants to learn the basics
of Israeli dance. No experience necessary! We provide an introduction to the many styles
of Israeli dancing, from traditional dances to modern ones. It is always a lot of fun, so
come dance with us! Boys and girls welcome!

ART103 — Prozdor Klezmer Band
Glenn Dickson

One of the most exciting art electives for our Prozdor musicians is the extraordinary
Klezmer Band. This is an authentic Klezmer band and plays the vibrant music of Eastern
European Jewish origin. This is a performance oriented group which will perform fall and
spring concerts at Prozdor and community events when possible. Open to all students
who play band and orchestra instruments including woodwinds, brass, strings, guitar and
bass and piano. We especially need low brass and strings, but all are welcome. Ability to
read music on your instrument is important.

ART197 - Angels and Demons: An Alternative Art Course
Max Werber

This class will use every artistic technique, other than the normal, in order to excite the
imagination. This is an invitation to produce surprising visual effects and arresting pictures.
Some of the methods we will learn and use are: transfer painting, sand painting, rubbing,
scraping, dropping and dragging etc. all in an attempt to let our minds wander and our
subconscious minds take over-before we let our conscious minds go to work. There is
absolutely, positively, no prior artistic training needed to take and succeed in this class. It's
all good.

BIBLE178 — The Bible Says So...Or Does it?
Jennifer Stevens

“But it’s in the Bible!” Did you ever wonder whether “it” really is in the Bible or if “it” was
meant in the way the person saying it used it? In this course, students will have the
opportunity to study familiar biblical verses more closely in order to gain a better
understanding of the original context. Students will compare the biblical context to how the
verses are used or invoked today.

BIBLE217 — Art and Tanakh
Cantor Steve Abramowitz

Students will explore the relationship between various forms of art and texts from the
Torah, Prophets and Writings. They will analyze the primary texts and commentaries, and
look/listen/feel the art, attempting to put them in the mind of the artist. Our projects may
include writing an additional verse of a Biblical-related song, comparing and contrasting



two artistic forms interpreting the same text, and a project on an artistic Tanakh
interpretation of their choosing.

ETHIC130 - From Idea to Execution: Business Planning (Jewish Style)
Josh Bob

You've got a great idea for a new company, but don't have an idea where to start. What
does it take to create a business? How should you run your company, get investors, make
decisions, and deal with customers? Explore the world of business from a Jewish angle -
what the Rabbis say about business ethics may surprise you! - and create a plan to take
your concept from pondering to profiting. (All students are welcome, even if they don't
have a business idea)

HIST180 - Thinking the Unthinkable: Reactions to the Holocaust in Art, Music, and
Writing
Pam Greenberg

In this class we will explore reactions to the Shoah, a word referring to the Holocaust but
also meaning utter destruction, in various art forms. Throughout the class we will examine
our own responses to the Holocaust. We look at how people have transformed the
unthinkable, to ask questions about meaning and God in a world where such an event is
possible.

LAW104 — Sex, Sensuality and Modesty in Rabbinic Thought
Rabbi David Ehrenkranz

This course, designed for more mature students, will analyze how Judaism views sex as a
positive and holy force worth waiting for. Although we will focus on the normal range of
emotions that accompany this most intimate of acts, including love and lust, we will also
examine how Jewish Law attempts to dignify these emotions through a structured set of
laws that have successfully guided us for the last 3,000 years. Moreover, we will compare
and contrast the postmodern era's view of sexuality to the rabbinic thought. It should be
stressed that this course is for the student who is willing to delve into these profound
issues with great sensitivity and with great respect for rabbinic authority. There will be one
bounded text that will be handed out by the instructor on the first day of classes.
Knowledge of basic Hebrew is a plus.

LITR132 — Jewish Readers Theatre: Yentl (Grades 9-11)
Esther Kosofsky

What is Jewish Readers Theatre? Jewish Readers Theatre is a great way to read plays
(aka literature) out loud (dramatically!) with others. You don't have to be a born actor to be
in this course; all you need is the ability to read, to use your imagination and share your
insights. This semester, we will read “Yentl” adapted from the story by I.B. Singer. We will
discuss the characters, their relationships and conflicts while analyzing the themes of
Jewish identity, culture, and religion. A bissel Yiddish, too!

LITR154 — Echoes of Young Feet: Kids and the Holocaust
Tamar Duke-Cohan

In this course we will read primary sources about the experiences of children and teens
during the Holocaust. We will start with the incredible story of a gang of Jewish children
who survived the Holocaust by selling cigarettes in Warsaw’s main square, in plain sight of
Nazi soldiers! We will then read sections from the memoirs of a child who spent the war
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years hiding in the Kovno Ghetto. Incredibly, he later became one of the most heroic and
successful generals in the United States Army. We will consider the writings of Nazi
children, forced to join Nazi youth organizations, and try to understand how they came to
be part of the Nazi regime. Other diaries, journals and poems, all written by kids or about
kids, will provide a unique insight into life during one of the darkest periods of human
history.

LITR189 — Jewish Creative Writing Workshop
Josh Luckens

In this creative writing class, we will look at poetry and prose with Jewish themes and by
Jewish authors. We will be inspired to create our own writing on a variety of topics that
express our own notions of Jewish identity and worldview. We will use a variety of creative
writing exercises to spark our writing, and workshop our writing within the group.

PHIL169 - Life is Meaningless! Wisdom from the Most Cynical Book in the Tanakh
Matt Lowe

Why do we get up in the morning? Why do we try so hard? What's the point? These
questions, perhaps asked by many teenagers on a Monday morning (or around exam
time), echo the thoughts of the author of Ecclesiastes ("Kohelet"), one of the most bizarre
books of the Tanakh. In this class, we will explore the text and answer the challenge to
find wisdom in an absurd world, with a little help from some modern existentialist thinkers.

PHIL170 - Two religious radicals: Moses Maimonides and Yehuda Halevi
Adrian Sackson

Moses Maimonides was arguably the most important Jewish philosopher ever to have
lived. So radical were his ideas that communities were divided over them long after his
death—in some places, his books were banned or even burned. Yehuda Halevi was a
different kind of thinker — he read the philosophers of his day, and decided they were
wrong about many things. In this course, we'll be introduced to Maimonides' philosophical
book, the Guide of the Perplexed, and to Yehuda Halevi's main work, the Kuzari. We'll see
what these two very different thinkers have to say about a range of issues, including the
purpose of Judaism, the relationship between religion and reason, the origins of the
universe, the existence of God and the purpose of religious actions. The course has two
main goals: (1) To familiarize ourselves with the controversial ideas of these important
Jewish thinkers; and (2) To ‘bounce’ off their worldviews in our attempts to sharpen our
own opinions about religion, science, philosophy and truth. In this class we’ll read
challenging but rewarding texts that may even change the way that we look at Judaism
and religion.

PHIL171 - Chasing Truth: Modern Jewish Thought & You (MACHON)
Joshua Krug

In this class, we will examine Buber, Heschel, Kook, and selected other Jewish thinkers to
better understand the ways they dealt with questions of ultimate concern. And, in the
process of coming to appreciate the views of their predecessors, students will have the
chance to develop their own insights into what life, faith, and the cosmos are all about.



SOCJC103 — Gateways
Andrea Lesser-Gonzalez

Course requires pre-approval by Gateways in order to enroll. This is a double-period
course. You must select the course for both periods 1 & 2 in order to be enrolled.
Gateways: Access to Jewish Education serves students with moderate to severe
disabilities, most of whom have been unable to participate in synagogue schools or day
schools in order to receive a Jewish Education. Tenth, Eleventh and twelfth graders may
volunteer with Gateways through this program which provides them with the skills for
working successfully with students with disabilities. If you do not have approval from
Gateways and are interested in volunteering and taking this course please contact Rachel
Dayanim at rdayanim@hebrewcollege.edu or Andrea Lesser-Gonzalez at
alessergonzalez@prozdor.org.

SOSTD162 — Jewish Perspective in Film (Double Period 1 & 2)
Jacqui Adler

This course will explore and analyze the inner Jewish themes of some of the most
memorable films that have long captivated movie going audiences. Films, directed and
written by some of today's most influential Jewish directors and writers, will range from
true stories to comedies to dramas that all cover the Jewish experience in one form or
another. This course will delve into the inner workings of character, story, history, social
responsibility, triumph and loss as we discuss in-depth the ideas and design of each film
and the intent of the filmmakers who have created them. (You must register for both
periods when choosing your classes online).

SOSTD176 — Bagels and Donuts: Issues in Contemporary Jewish Life
Rabbi Julie Zupan

Language maven and former presidential speech-writer William Safire posited that as
bagels have become ubiquitous they have sacrificed some essential ‘bagel-ness’ and
have become more like donuts. In this course we will ask: As our Jewish community
becomes more American, have we sacrificed some of our essential ‘Jewish-ness?’

We will look at a wide range of ideas and issues that the Jewish community is talking and
thinking about today, focusing especially on the intersection between our identities as
Americans and as Jews. Some of the issues we may discuss are: Halloween and
Judaism, Jewish DNA, ‘Chrismakuh,” the different varieties of Judaism in America, and the
growing diversity of the Jewish community.

SOSTD187 — Girls Group (8" and 9™ grade only)
Elyse Rast

Think about this for a second: You enter your Prozdor classroom, kick off your shoes, take
a deep breath and relax. You know for a little while you can be yourself, focus on making
yourself happy and having a really good time. When it’s time to go, you leave with some
new skills; feeling empowered and like you can accomplish anything! In this class you can
do all those things... and more! We're going to draw on Jewish tradition, literature, holidays
and beliefs while doing meditation, relaxation, arts and crafts, storytelling, drama and
music. You'll be in a safe place, have a chance to articulate your questions and concerns
have fun and be real.
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SOSTD194 — On Three Things: God, Facebook and Twitter
Matt Jerome

If God had a Facebook what would be on the newsfeed? Would the posts be random
thoughts, commentary on the Torah or critiques of modern Judaism? Do we follow an
online code of ethics? We will examine different social media sites on the web and how
they have impacted our day to day society and our relationship with Judaism. Have sites
like Facebook and Twitter had a negative or positive impact on our Jewish identity? Has
the online community replaced the synagogue? We will explore these questions and many
more.

HIGH SCHOOL: Period 2 (10:25-11:15 a.m.)

ART101 - Israeli Dance — Beginner
Jennifer Berger

Do you like to dance? This beginner class is open to anyone who wants to learn the basics
of Israeli dance. No experience necessary! We provide an introduction to the many styles
of Israeli dancing, from traditional dances to modern ones. It is always a lot of fun, so
come dance with us! Boys and girls welcome!

ART152 — A Cappella
Kevin Margolius

A cappella music, singing without instruments, is one of the most popular Jewish art forms
on college campuses, and now it comes to Prozdor! Add your voice to the close-harmony
blend of Prozdor’s newest performing group. No experience is necessary, but you should
have a good voice and a great attitude. We’'ll be singing a variety of Jewish and Israeli
music, with performances at Prozdor in May, as well as at some area events.

ART204 - Rap Converted: The Prozdor Hip-Hop Underground
Joshua Krug

"Rap Converted" is a collective where youth come together to develop their own authentic
voices as modern-day Jewish lyricists.

Students listen to seminal works of hip-hop, appreciate Jewish contributions to the art form
(from the bible to contemporary Israeli hip-hop), play and express themselves to inspire
others.

Can Jewish voices at Prozdor step up and be a part of the age-old revolution to spread
"Light unto the Nations"?

As part of their final project, Prozdor students will perform their work in a Hip-hop Slam.

ART205 — Dream Art
Max Werber

Everybody dreams! They even dreamed in the Bible! Sometimes we see in dreams what
we cannot see in our waking hours. This is an art course that invites you to investigate the
imagery of dreams. Through the use of alternative art methods, such as photo montage,
fumage, collage, grattage, etc. we will try to become like the "Seer's" in the Bible-we will
reveal in art that which is concealed from ordinary mortals.

You do not need to know how to draw or paint in order to succeed in this course. All you
need is effort and your imagination.



ART203 — Symbolism in Lyrics
Emily Kalina

This fall you'll combine music to guide the art you create using your favorite (or newly
discovered) Jewish rap or hip hop artist. There is a lot to be gained in artistic expression
using lyrics and symbolism and used wisely it's an excellent visual tool.

In this class you'll learn how to incorporate the emotion and imagery that the music evokes
as well as the general the beautification of lyrics. You'll resource popular artists and their
techniques and learn about composition, design principles, and color.

ETHIC127 — Is it Ethical to Steal Second Base
David List

Hank Greenberg, a Hall of Fame first baseman for the Detroit Dodgers, asked three
Rabbis whether Jewish law allowed him to play baseball on Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. He played on Rosh Hashanah but not on Yom Kippur. What did the Rabbis say?
Sports make us happy and also cause us sadness. Some people cheat and some become
heroes. Some in sports are kings and some people turn into criminals. What does Judaism
have to say about all of this? In our class we will encounter stories from the world of sports
as we explore the relationship between sports and Judaism.

ETHIC131 - Food for Thought
Josh Luckens

Local? Organic? Sacrificed? In this class, we will discuss a variety of issues that relate to
the food that we eat through the lens of the Jewish tradition. We will touch on the notion of
blessing food, Jewish agricultural laws and how they relate (or don't) to contemporary
systems of food production, ideas of both traditional and post-kashrut dietary restrictions,
and the ethical treatment of workers and animals in both ancient and modern contexts.
We will question where our food comes from today, and consider ethical and
environmental choices relating to our food consumption within a modern Jewish context.

HIST150 — The Holocaust and the United States 1900-1945
Tamar Duke-Cohan

In this course we will examine how Nazism and the Holocaust have been viewed in the
United States during the past seventy years. A lot of accusations have been made about
US conduct during the Holocaust. Is it true, for example that the US stood idly by while
Jews were being murdered in Europe? Was this because FDR was an anti-Semite?
Should the US have bombed Auschwitz? Is there truth to the claims that the Jewish
community in the US abandoned their brothers and sisters in Europe? In this class we will
attempt to separate fact from fiction and examine these claims based on historical
sources, rather than the politics of emotion. We will also learn about the experiences of
Jewish-American soldiers during WWII and how these experiences shaped the attitudes
and conduct of the Jewish community in the US to this day.

ISRST148 - Shaping Israel’s Military: The Story of Two Generals — Marcus and
Sharon
Norm Finkelstein

In 1948, a decorated United States Army officer, “Mickey” Marcus forged separate military
factions into what is today the vaunted Israel Defense Force (IDF). He became the first
Jewish leader of a Jewish army in over 2,000 years. Several wars later an Israeli born
general, Ariel Sharon, who had fought in every one of Israel’'s wars, re-shaped the IDF to
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deal with newly emerging threats to Israel’s existence. Who were these two leaders? How
did their experiences shape their views? In this course we will examine their careers and
their military strategies using documents, memoirs and videos.

LAW111 — Sex, Sensuality and Modesty in Rabbinic Thought Part I
Rabbi David Ehrenkranz

In this course, we will study how Jewish law enhances the spiritual life of marriage by
examining the theoretical framework that is the underpinning for taharat mishpacha (family
purity). We will delve into rabbinic thought regarding the honor of your spouse, especially
as it relates to his or her personal space. We will also attempt to understand how this
covenantal relationship fits within the larger Jewish community. There will be selected
pages of Mishnah, Talmud and Shulchan Aruch; Rambam will be used as the main text.

This course is designed for students who have previously taken LAW104: Sex, Sensuality
and Modesty in Rabbinic Thought.

LITR190 - The Diary of Anne Frank: The Script, the Graphic Novel, the Book
Esther Kosofsky

The Diary of Anne Frank has been translated into 55 languages and is one of the most
widely read books in the world. As we read the script adaptation, we will reference the
book (on which the play is based) and learn about the setting and history of this Holocaust
memoir. We will discuss the adaptation, the characters and their experiences. To
conclude our study, we will read the recently published Anne Frank: The Anne Frank
House Authorized Graphic Biography-- a combination of history, memoir, and richly
detailed graphic representations --an important graphic novel (a 5 STAR review on
Amazon.com).

LITR192 - Writing Our Confusion and Dreams: Creative Approaches to Midrash
(MACHON)

Pam Greenberg

What is Midrash? Why is it there? Where does it come from? In this class, we will look at a
variety of creative approaches to our biblical stories and the biblical text, from the
traditional to the contemporary. Throughout we will ask our own questions about biblical
texts. The class will culminate in the creation of our own midrashic approach to a lingering
question in one of the biblical passages from the first section of Bereisheit/ Genesis.

PHIL166 — Judaism beyond Belief
Matt Lowe

What is Judaism without God? Isn't a religion without God a contradiction? Join us this
semester to learn about the newest of modern Jewish denominations, Jewish Humanism.
Does it make sense? Are you a Jewish Humanist? What is the challenge of Jewish
Humanism to traditional Judaism?

PHIL168 — People of the Book and Beyond: Other World Religions and Judaism
Josh Bob

Jesus, Allah, Buddha, Shiva... the New Testament, the Koran, the Bhagavad-Gita... you
may recognize them, and you may even know something about them. But what do they
really represent, and how do they impact us as Jews? Learn about some of the world's
other major religions, find out what makes them "tick," and discover what connects us all.
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SOCJC103 - Gateways
Andrea Lesser-Gonzalez

Course requires pre-approval by Gateways in order to enroll. This is a double-period
course. You must select the course for both periods 1 & 2 in order to be enrolled.
Gateways: Access to Jewish Education serves students with moderate to severe
disabilities, most of whom have been unable to participate in synagogue schools or day
schools in order to receive a Jewish Education. Tenth, Eleventh and twelfth graders may
volunteer with Gateways through this program which provides them with the skills for
working successfully with students with disabilities. If you do not have approval from
Gateways and are interested in volunteering and taking this course please contact Rachel
Dayanim at rdayanim@hebrewcollege.edu or Andrea Lesser-Gonzalez at
alessergonzalez@prozdor.org.

SOSTD162 — Jewish Perspective in Film (Double Period 1 & 2)
Jacqui Adler

This course will explore and analyze the inner Jewish themes of some of the most
memorable films that have long captivated movie going audiences. Films, directed and
written by some of today's most influential Jewish directors and writers, will range from
true stories to comedies to dramas that all cover the Jewish experience in one form or
another. This course will delve into the inner workings of character, story, history, social
responsibility, triumph and loss as we discuss in-depth the ideas and design of each film
and the intent of the filmmakers who have created them. (You must register for both
periods when choosing your classes online)

SOSTD187 — Girls Group (10" and 11" grade only)
Elyse Rast

Think about this for a second: You enter your Prozdor classroom, kick off your shoes, take
a deep breath and relax. You know for a little while you can be yourself, focus on making
yourself happy and having a really good time. When it’s time to go, you leave with some
new skills; feeling empowered and like you can accomplish anything! In this class you can
do all those things... and more! We’re going to draw on Jewish tradition, literature, holidays
and beliefs while doing meditation, relaxation, arts and crafts, storytelling, drama and
music. You'll be in a safe place, have a chance to articulate your questions and concerns,
have fun and be real.

|
HIGH SCHOOL: Period 3 (11:45 a.m.-12:35 p.m.)

ART102 — Nilhav Dance Troupe (Double Period 3 & 4)
Jennifer Berger

This is a double-period course (3 and 4). You must select the course for both periods in
order to be enrolled. Ever want to be on the stage? This is your chance! In addition to
expanding our Israeli dance repertoire, we will spend much of the year preparing a stellar
performance for the nationally renowned Israeli dance festivals in both Boston and New
York City in the spring. Boys and girls are welcome. All students participating in Nilhav
must make a commitment to the rehearsal and performance schedule, which includes
some time outside of Prozdor. Nilhav is a great chance to be a part of a group who loves
to work hard and have fun!
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ART152 — A Cappella
Kevin Margolius

A cappella music, singing without instruments, is one of the most popular Jewish art forms
on college campuses, and now it comes to Prozdor! Add your voice to the close-harmony
blend of Prozdor’s newest performing group. No experience is necessary, but you should
have a good voice and a great attitude. We’'ll be singing a variety of Jewish and Israeli
music, with performances at Prozdor in May, as well as at some area events.

ART183 — Kabbalah and Arts
Max Werber

As strange as it may seem, Art and Kabbalah are really very similar. They both ask us to
look inside ourselves to find meaning. In this art course, we will use artistic techniques
that require no prior art experience. This class will use methods designed to jog the mind
and speak to the soul. We will learn and use art methods employed by 20" century artists
as well as stone-age man to try and discover deeper levels of meaning in this world. This
class comes with a disclaimer and a warning: the disclaimer is that you don’t need to
know anything about art in order to take this class; the warning is that this class is
designed to inspire your imagination!

ART203 — Symbolism in Lyrics
Emily Kalina

This fall you'll combine music to guide the art you create using your favorite (or newly
discovered) Jewish rap or hip hop artist. There is a lot to be gained in artistic expression
using lyrics and symbolism and used wisely it's an excellent visual tool.

In this class you'll learn how to incorporate the emotion and imagery that the music evokes
as well as the general the beautification of lyrics. You'll resource popular artists and their
techniques and learn about composition, design principles, and color.

BIBLE210 — The Book of Daniel: Dreams, Magic, and the End of the World
Jason Gaines

The biblical book of Daniel is a fascinating mix of harrowing adventures and bizarre visions
that explore the meaning of religion, prophecy, and the supernatural. In this class, we will
read famous stories from the book, such as the accounts of Daniel and his friends in the
lion's den and the fiery furnace, and intriguing predictions of the future for Jerusalem, the
Jews, and the entire world. We will also study chapters from Daniel that have survived for
thousands of years but were not ultimately included in the Hebrew Bible.

HIST172 — Exile and Return (MACHON)
Dan Brosgol

After the destruction of the First Temple, the Jewish communities in Babylon and Egypt
yearned for a return to Jerusalem. This age of regret, remorse, self-searching and
prophecy is the focus of much of the Tanakh. In this class, we will examine some of the
prophecies and stories of Jewish life in exile and read about the glorious return to Zion and
the era of the Second Temple.
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HIST181 - Hippies, Heschel, and Hot Pants: The Jewish 1960s
Daniel Parmer

We’'ve all heard stories about the 1960s. Hippies ran around waving peace signs and rock
n’ roll made parents lock up their sons and daughters. But the 1960s were about more
than sex, drugs, and rock and roll--they were also a time of social upheaval. Blacks were
still segregated in much of the South, the Russians were coming, women were prohibited
from becoming rabbis, and at least one shul banned ‘hot pants’ from the synagogue. So
where were the Jews during all of this? Right in the middle of it all! Students will explore
the major figures and events from this tumultuous decade and apply those lessons to our
current moment in history.

ISRST135 — Israel Ambassador in the 21 century (10" Grade Only)
Aaron Bregman

To some Israel is the Holy Land; to others it is a land of culture and innovation. Some think
of Israel’s beaches, while others think about its archeological sites.

Many people associate Israel with war and struggle, specifically, to what has become
known as the Arab-Israeli conflict. Throughout this course, we will learn about the major
issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians and why the political landscape is so difficult to
resolve. What are the historical, political, and cultural elements that separate these two
peoples? While this conflict makes up only one piece of Israel’s society, understanding the
conflict is critical to understanding Israel today.

In this course we will be exploring key primary-source documents along with critical
thinking assessments and classroom debates. Our goal is to develop an appreciation of
the complexities of this conflict through an examination of its origins, the actors involved,
and the key historical and political factors that have shaped it.

This program will be enriched by collaboration between 25 Israeli students from the Reali
School in Haifa and 25 Jewish American students from Prozdor. The two peer groups will
be working together throughout the year via video conferencing. It is crucial that both
Israeli and non-Israeli Jewish teens are given the opportunity to learn the Israeli narrative,
be exposed to and appreciate different points of view, and widen their cultural and general
knowledge of Israel and the Middle East. In the spring, the Haifa students will be hosted
by the American students, and both groups will take part in a full day of intensive
workshops in Boston. The culmination of this program will be a documentary film produced
by the students about their shared experiences.

ISRST149 - 10" Grade (Full Year) One People: Two Paths (MACHON)
The Jews of Israel and the United States
Michal Weiner

Although sharing a similar heritage, beliefs and history, Israeli and American Jews are
shaped by unique experiences which define who they are, how they live and what they
think. In this course we will look at the evolution of two societies with similar heritage,
beliefs and history, as well as note the difference in how Israeli and American Jews are
shaped by unique experiences which define who they are, how they live and what they
think over six decades from 1950 - 2010. Our focus will be on overarching themes
rather than specific historic events. A specific timeline will accompany each unit with
key events in Israel, the United States and the world during the decade under
consideration. Each unit will include appropriate readings, video/film titles and class
discussions/presentations

In our 10th Grade Core Class: Jewish Teen Leadership: We will explore these themes
and unique characteristics and interact live with students at Haifa’s Reali School who will
be participating in the same curriculum. During the year, we will link up with Reali students
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to discuss specific question and explore our role in understanding our shared and unique
past to better understand how we might shape the future.

LITR191 — Jewish Poetry
Pam Greenberg

What makes a poem Jewish? How do we determine what is a poem in Jewish text? Does
the designation as a poem change how we view a text? In this class we will look at a
variety of poems by Jewish and non-Jewish writers, asking the various questions about
their work and inspiration. We will also use the poems as springboards for our own
writing.

LITR193 - Making Modern Midrash (8" and 9" grade only)
Esther Kosofsky

How well do you really know the stories of the Torah? For all that the Torah teaches, it
provides few details about biblical people and tells us even less about their teen years. In
this course, we will read the Torah stories of Eve & Lilith (who's that?) & Eve; Sarah &
Hagar; and Rebecca, along with traditional/biblical and modern Midrashim (interpretive
stories). We will also create our own Midrashim using art, drama and imaginative writing.

PHIL168 — People of the Book and Beyond: Other World Religions and Judaism
Josh Bob

Jesus, Allah, Buddha, Shiva... the New Testament, the Koran, the Bhagavad-Gita... you
may recognize 